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During laser resurfacing, the surgeon’s aim is to remove all of the epidermis 
and the top part of the dermis using precision, high-energy laser light.
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HOULD I HAVE A FACELIFT  INSTEAD ?
The purpose of a facelift operation is to raise 
and tighten the facial skin, thereby eliminating 
or decreasing overhanging folds or lines. The 
standard facelift operation is effective in the neck, 
chin, cheek and temporal regions, that is the lower 
two thirds of the face and neck. The forehead and 
eyelid regions are not included in the standard 
operation and require separate procedures, which 
may be combined with it.

It is not possible to eliminate every fine wrinkle 
or furrow in a facelift procedure, especially the 

“smokers” or “whistle” fine lines around the 
mouth that cause lipstick bleed.  Laser resurfacing 
using the CO2, Erbium YAG laser or both lasers 
may be required as an adjunct to the rejuvenation 
procedures in order to achieve the maximum 
benefit.

Your Plastic Surgeon will advise you on what is 
the most appropriate treatment for your particular 
case at the first consultation. Patients who are 
good candidates for a facelift are likely to gain a 
very gratifying result.

WHAT ARE THE COSTS

The costs of Laser Resurfacing depend on a 
number of factors including

• The size of the area treated.
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• The type of anaesthetic used.

• The condition being treated, 

but will generally be in the range of $1,500 to 
$6,000.

Some Health Care Funds will pay for Facility 
  .detaert gnieb noitidnoc eht fo evitcepserri seeF

Medicare will pay some benefits for the Laser 
treatment of severe acne scars and other facial 
scars.  Generally, your insurance will not pay for 
this type of treatment if it is performed for purely 
cosmetic reasons.

You will be advised of all costs at the time of your 
first consultation.

• The type of Laser used.

It should be noted that the information 
above is intended as a general guide only. 
It is not intended to be comprehensive and 
recommendations may vary from patient to 
patient.

Erbium YAG Laser Carbon Dioxide Laser Fractional Laser 

Healing Time 2 to 7 days depending on  
depth of treatment 

7 to 10 days depending on depth of 2-5 days

treatment

Anaesthetic Local with or without sedation Usually  local with sedation local

Redness 2 to 3 weeks depending on 

depth of treatment 

2 to 3 months depending on depth of 7-10 days 

most skin type 

treatment

Suitable skin types Most skin types including Asian  
skin 

Works best in type 1 and 2 skin (fair 

complexion) 
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